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AFLE Announces Officiating Department

The AFLE is proud to officially introduce its Officiating Department, underlining the league’s
commitment to fairness, professionalism and high sporting standards.

The department is led by Malte Scholz, Damian Jurzyk and Michael Kattillus. Malte Scholz will
also serve as the representative of the department.

The Officiating Department will consist of approximately 80 officials from across Europe,
representing some of the highest-qualified officials currently active in the sport.

The AFLE’s goal is to build a performance-driven and team-oriented officiating program. Officials
are viewed as high-performance athletes who require professional structures, continuous
development and strong support systems. To achieve this, the AFLE works closely with leading
organizations to establish modern training and development standards.

Communication plays a central role in the program. A shared understanding of rules,
interpretations and expectations is essential to create consistency and ensure fair competition
across the league. Therefore, the Department will be an essential part of the Leagues office and
will work closely together with the teams to put the focus on the players and a fair game.

Officials are a crucial part of football. Their role goes far beyond enforcing the rules. They
protect players, uphold the integrity of the sport and ensure that games are decided by
performance on the field.

The AFLE is committed to supporting its officials and creating an environment where they can
perform at their best, just like the athletes they officiate.



About The AFLE

The AFLE (American Football League of Europe) is a newly established professional football
league dedicated to building a sustainable, team-driven competition across Europe.
Headquartered in Hamburg, Germany, the league operates as an association owned and
governed by its participating teams.

Founded on principles of transparency, collaboration and long-term development, The AFLE was
created to provide stability and professional structures for European football after years of
uncertainty across the landscape.

The league’s inaugural season will take place in summer 2026, featuring teams from multiple
countries across Europe. The AFLE aims to connect fans across borders and establish a truly
international competition platform.

Backed by long-term private investment, The AFLE focuses on responsible growth, modern
governance and strong media engagement. The league works closely with clubs, players,
officials and partners to develop football sustainably for the next generation.

The AFLE’s mission is to create a trusted home for European football, built on stability,
professionalism and community.
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