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Raiders Tirol Reinstated to European Football Alliance; Proven International Core Confirmed for ELF 
2026 Season 
 
The European Football Alliance (EFA) is proud to announce the reinstatement of the Raiders Tirol as a 
full member franchise. Furthermore, the Raiders confirm their participation in ELF 2026 season.  
 
By rejoining the EFA, the Raiders secure their position within the new governance structure. This 
includes equal access to the EFA’s ownership stake, revenue surplus participation, and a seat on the 
Team-Led Board of Governors. 
 
The Raiders are one of Europe’s most storied organizations, representing our first Austrian franchise. 
They further strengthen a coalition of well-managed, proven teams already confirmed in Germany, 
France, Spain, Czechia, and the Nordics.  
 
Strategic Growth: UK and Italy 
 
Additionally, EFA member franchises in the United Kingdom and Italy are fully integrated into the Board 
of Governors and are preparing for a 2027 launch. This timeline allows for an orderly, fully capitalized 
debut, ensuring operational excellence from Day 1.  
 
This coalition represents a field of established organizations that are fully capitalized and are 
operationally ready today. “We are building a league of operational franchises defined by active front 
offices, complete rosters, proven business models, and long-term vision,” said the EFA Board of 
Governors in a joint statement.  
 
Next Steps 
 
While the league remains in active dialogue with additional high-quality ownership groups in Germany, 
Poland, and Switzerland, the Board will only admit additional teams that meet the Alliance's rigorous 
standards for financial and operational readiness. 
 
We are currently finalizing a 2026 schedule designed to maximize competitive balance among Europe’s 
best organizations.  
 
Media Contacts 
European Football Alliance (EFA): contact@efa.football  
European League of Football (ELF): press@europeanleague.football 
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